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Hello, Joan.  Thank you for providing the background to the issue.  I believe we have a situation where the 
RPMs and LWG project managers had a conversation, the LWG project managers came away with a 
view/interpretation of what they heard, then compound the situation by relating it as an action item for  the 
lawyers to follow-up with me, when none of us were at the meeting.  I provided Kristine and Chip your 
background.  In the full context of what she said for the changes to Chapter 2, it was not solely to approve 
FSPs.  Below is her response to Jim and Bob's representation of why EPA made changes to Chapter 2.

"The whole purpose of rewriting section 2 was not merely for us to approve documents...we can do that 
irregardless.  The whole purpose was that the guidance states that section 2 discuss the field sampling 
that occurred in the RI phase of the project and they did an inadequate job of it.  We commented on this 
twice (both drafts of the RI) and stated they did a better job in the Round 2 Report - and the response we 
got was 'comment noted.'"

I highly suspect what Jim and Bob heard regarding Chapter 4 is also not the full picture.

In response to the general premise made in your message, that EPA may want to make changes to the RI 
that are not necessary for the FS or our remedy decision-making process, EPA obviously does not agree.  
The changes and comments we make on the RI will be those considered necessary for remedy 
decision-making.

I can't think of a situation right now, where we may need additional information for the administrative 
record that would not need to be in the RI, however, if something comes up I will keep your offer to do 
such work in mind.

Lori Houck Cora | Assistant Regional Counsel
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  | Region 10
P: (206) 553.1115 | F: (206) 553.1762 | cora.lori@epa.gov

This message and its attachments may contain confidential and privileged 
attorney-client communication and/or attorney work-product.  If you are not 
the intended recipient, you are not authorized to read, copy, distribute or in 
any way disclose the contents of this email or its attachments.  If you have 
received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete 
this email from your system.


